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WATER MONITORING ACCORDING TO THE 
WATER FRAMEWORK DIRECTIVE (2000/60/EC) 

Adoption of the Water Law in 2010 and 
following bylaws acquired adequate conditions 
so that SEPA could establish and begin to 
conduct water monitoring according to the 
Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC). 

A total of 498 surface water bodies are 
determined on the territory of the Republic of 
Serbia. Of that, 493 (99%) water bodies are 
classified into watercourses, whilst 5 (1%) water 
bodies are classified into lakes. Surface water 
bodies of watercourses are grouped into three 
categories: rivers (69%), heavily modified water 
bodies - HMWB (28%), and artificial water 
bodies - AWB (3%).



THE EUROPEAN ENVIRONMENT 
STATE AND OUTLOOK 2015



ECOLOGICAL STATUS OF SURFACE WATERS 
OF EU COUNTRIES (2009-2015) 

AND SERBIA (2012-2016)

Comparing the achieved WFD goals for EU countries, Serbia is also far from fulfilling the goals 
of the water management policy and the establishment of unpolluted water bodies system.



ECOLOGICAL STATUS/POTENTIAL AND CHEMICAL STATUS OF 
WATER BODIES OF SURFACE WATER FOR THE PERIOD 2012-2019.



The planning document entitled Directive Specific Implementation Plan for the 
Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 
2000 establishing framework for Community - Action in the field of water policy was 
created within the framework of the European Union project Aid/135629 /IH/SER/RS 
"Further Implementation of Environmental Approximation Strategy", which should 
improve capacities for planning the implementation of the EU acquis through the 
development of eight plans for the implementation of specific directives in accordance 
with the Water Framework Directive.

The Directive Specific Implementation Plan (DSIP) lists the main institutions involved in 
the implementation of ODV and provides an assessment of their needs in terms of 
additional staff, training and equipment. The presented requests are defined in 
accordance the expected expansion of functions and responsibilities related to the 
implementation of the Water Framework Directive.



Directive Specific 
Implementation Plan, p. 50



Directive Specific 
Implementation Plan, 
p. 39



THE IPA PROJECT PROPOSED BY THE EU DELEGATION IN SERBIA

The IPA project proposed by the EU Delegation in Serbia is in the phase of preparing documentation for 
submission to the European Commission. The project refers to "Strengthening the capacity in the water 
quality monitoring sector" which consists of two sub-projects: the development of regional water 
monitoring stations at the level of river basins (Novi Sad, Šabac, Raška and Grdelica) and equipping the 
National Laboratory with additional equipment and instruments for the detection of priority and priority 
hazardous substances.

The estimated value of this project is around 3.5 million euros. Termination of the project will contribute to 
the further improvement of water monitoring and full compliance with the provisions of the EU Water 
Framework Directive and domestic legislation, which will increase the number of profiles, i.e. water bodies 
where surface and underground water and sediment quality monitoring will be carried out.
By establishing regional stations, equipping them with modern equipment and instruments, as well as by 
strengthening personnel in accordance with the previous ones, the volume of monitoring will be increased 
by more than three times, which will continue the development of very important operational work in the 
field of water resources management in the Republic of Serbia.



Water management plan in the Republic of Serbia 
for the period 2021-2027.

Легенда:

Водна тела површинских вода на којима се врши

надзорни мониторинг

Водна тела површинских вода на којима се врши

оперативни мониторинг
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Legend

Surveillance monitoring   

Operational monitoring   

Investigative monitoring  

Type of 
monitoring 

Number of 
water bodies 

Period Frequency Parameters 

Surveillance 225 per year monthly Regulation 

Operational 601 every third year monthly only specific parameters 

Investigative 873 onetime quarterly based on a previous study 

 



4.2.1 Monitoring programs for chemical pollutants in the Wester Balkans (p. 22)





Luc Bas, Head of Programme, Coordination, Networks and Strategy, EEA
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